
 

Acceptable Apparent Authority   Not Acceptable Apparent Authority  

Authorized and a title following it (Officer, Official, 
Representaitve, Signatory, Signer, etc.)  Administrator  

Chairman, abbreviations and variations of this title 
(Examples:  Chrmn., Company Chairman, Executive 

Chairman, Chariman of the Board, Vice-Chairman of the 
Board of Directors)  

Attorney (Examples: Attorney in Fact, Principle Attorney, 
Senior Attorney, Corporate Attorney)  

Chief Executive Officer or CEO  

Counsel and all variations of Counsel, unless combined with 
an Officer title (Examples:  Chief  

Patent Counsel, IP Counsel, Patent Counsel, Patent  
Procurement Counsel, Senior Corporate Counsel, Supervisory 

Patent Counsel)  
Chief Financial Officer or CFO  Delegation on behalf  

Chief Operating Officer or COO  Engineering leader  
Chief Scientific Officer or CSO  Founder  
Chief Technical Officer or CTO  Intellecual Property Manager, IP Manager  

Dean of University  IP Attorney (Other Examples: IP Fellow, IP Patent  
Manager, IP Professional)  

Director (in non-US applications only), variations and 
abbreviations of Director (Dir., Assistant Director, 

Associate Director, Executive Director, Managing Director)  

Legal Representative (Note:  Legal rep CAN be acceptable 
where the legal rep is an applicant, but  

not when used by a non-applicant)  

Executive Vice President and Patent Counsel  Managing Member  
General Counsel and Corp secretary  Owner  

General Manager or GM  Partner  
Geschaffsfuhrer (non-English title) (This means CEO or 

Managing Director) 
Patent Agent, Patent Attorney, Patent Executive, Patent 

Professional, Patent Team Leader  
Manager  Principal Engineer  

Officer  Principle, Principle Attorney, Principle  
Professional  

President,  variations and abbreviations of President (e.g., 
Pres., Assistant President, President of Operations)  Proxy  

Secretary, variations and abbreviations of Secretary 
(examples: Assistant Secretary, Asst. Sec., Corporate 

Secretary)  
Representative  

Treasurer, abbreviations and variations of Treasurer 
(examples: Treas., Assistant Treasurer, Treasurer of Sales)  Researcher  

Vice President, abbreviations and variations of Vice  
President (examples: VP, Vice President for Sales, Executive 

Vice President, EVP)  
Senior IPR specialist  
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